January 29, 2006
Thanks for the encouraging words from some of you after my first attempt at a weekly devotional.  I will be retiring from KSU in June and anticipate spending much time on the Living Theology ministry, but whatever path that takes will be dictated by my Lord.  I probably covered too much material in the first one.  I will try to be more selective in the future.

Today is the first day of another week for us as we all serve the Lord in many different ways.  Whatever our vocation we are first serving the Lord.  I want to continue with the topic “faith” because I think understanding this concept is essential for a better understanding of how God interacts with us.  I want to spend a couple of weeks on the meaning of Christian words because “the one who controls the language controls the world” (not my quote but I don’t remember the source).
We all have to be very careful with words for the biggest problem with communication is a misunderstanding or use of words.  I referenced you to my article on faith so I want to use some of the material from it and elaborate.  Please do take the time to read that article if you have not done so yet.  I will try to elaborate on the content of the article but I think such will be much clearer if you have read the article.

The average person interchanges the word “faith” with “believe” and “confidence”.  The word is used a lot in the world but without the Christian meaning.  We Christians should NEVER use the word “faith” unless it is used in a Biblical reference.  We should now get in the habit of substituting words other than “faith” when talking in the world about worldly events.  “I have faith that my plane will land safely” should instead be stated as “I have confidence that my plane will land safely”.  If you do say faith and the plane crashes, whoever heard you will think that God let you down for when we Christians use the word “faith” it is in the context of the meaning as stated in my article.  A plane may crash.  A chair may break.  We do not know for sure about either event.  We base such comments on our confidence based upon our experience of flying or sitting in chairs and not on a direct word from God.
In my paper on Faith I gave many Biblical references for “faith” and those words of God should be enough to give us the proper understanding of faith in the Christian way.  And as Christians we should never use the word in a worldly manner or else we will become confused – again?   Faith can then be defined as “the enabling power of God”.  The Bible is so clear that God gives us this faith and it is not something that we generate.  God gives us also the amount of faith that He decrees is necessary and sufficient for us as stated in Rom 12:3, which states “... God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”  The Bible also clearly tells us in Heb 12:2 that "...Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith".  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the author of my faith and He is the one that will perfect it during my walk as His disciple during my life here.  We can now paraphrase Rom 12:3 to read “God gives to each a measure of the enabling power of God”.
Now I am cutting from my article on Faith to take us to the application of our salvation:

“Rom 5:1 says,” ... justified by faith" and Rom 4:5 says, “... his faith is counted as righteousness".  We clearly see from these verses that faith is not of our doing for that would be a works-based salvation and we know from Eph 2:8, 9 that salvation is surely not from works.  However Eph 2:8 says something else that I never hear proclaimed and that is "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  In Eph 2:8 the "it" refers back to faith, which is consistent with Rom 12:3 and the other scriptures above and speakers very seldom talk about that.  Faith is a gift from God.  Rom 3:28 also says, “... a man is justified by faith."  We read in Rom 9:32 that Israel did not arrive at righteousness because they did not pursue righteous by faith but as though it were by works.  If we must muster up our own faith then justification is by works and again we know that is not correct.”

From the same article:

“So we see that faith is a free gift from God and comes to us at our salvation (Rom 5:1 and Rom 4:5).  In Acts 14:27 we read that Jesus had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles meaning that salvation was now freely available to all through Christ.”
As a scientist I know how important it is to understand what events are the “cause” and what events are the “effect”.  The Bible makes it perfectly clear that Faith is the cause and believe is the effect.  God first gives me the faith and then I can believe.  If people have not been given faith then they cannot believe as required in John 3:16:  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
We will further discuss “salvation” later.

This week let us make a list of some sentences in which we routinely use the word “faith” and get in the habit of substituting the proper word.  Our worldly experiences are based upon our experiences in our walk here and we need to use the words “confidence”, “belief”, or “believe”, or whatever other worldly word better fits the situation.
God bless us all as we work to use His words properly so that we will better understand our faith.  Now here I did use the word properly!  God has given us our faith and He wants us to incorporate it into our total existence on earth.

